
Thank you all for making this last year the very most successful for the Lassen Park 
Foundation.  Not only was it the most successful financially but it was the year 
of fulfilling a 15 year dream of constructing a fully functioning first class group 
camping center for our Youth Camping Program complete with vault toilets, hot 
water showers and group kitchen facilities.

Included in this newsletter are details about our financial successes for 2016.  Please 
feel free to review in detail.  Any questions should be referred to our Executive 
Director Jennifer Finnegan (530) 378-2600.

Thank you again for your support and we look forward to soon sharing additional 
ways you can participate in furthering the Foundation’s goals.

Sincerely,

John Koeberer
Chairman of the Board

LASSEN VOLCANIC NATIONAL PARK 2017
Find Your Park continues this year with even more fun park events. Find your passion and join us today!

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE BOARD

 

2016 was an amazing year for Lassen Park 
Foundation! 

We joyously completed four years of fundraising 
to the tune of $480,000, and with the help of the 
park staff and DAC, Inc. (Redding) constructed the 
Volcano Adventure Camp. 

We awarded Youth Camping Grants to 28 separate 
youth groups, sending over 400 kids to Lassen 
Volcanic, and funded a seasonal Youth Camp 
Coordinator to assist with programing, by raising 
$34,000 in funds via grants and donations received 
throughout the course of the year.

We successfully partnered with Lassen Volcanic 
National Park on three separate fundraisers 
celebrating the centennial of both Lassen Volcanic 
and the National Park Service while raising an 
additional $4,000 from these events. 

We completed our most successfull Peak Experience 
auction in our history raising $85,000 toward program 
management. 

Finally, we released our first ever Pendleton blanket 
commemorating Lassen’s centennial, raising another 
$21,500 toward our projects and programs.

We were overwhelmed by the support and love 
shown for our favorite national park by our donors 
and partners during 2016. Thank you all!

 -Lassen Park Foundation

Financial Highlights 2016

The Lassen Park Foundation (LPF) is now accepting grant applications 
from school and youth groups that want to camp at the national park’s 
new Volcano Adventure Camp in 2017.

LPF Chairman John Koeberer said, “Because 
this is the first year that youth groups will be 
able to camp at Volcano Adventure Camp, 
we expect high demand for the openings, 
though priority is being given to groups of 
under-served youth.”

Non-profit organizations, public schools and 
organizations helping needy or at-risk kids 
are eligible to apply for a grant. Groups must 
be a minimum of six people. Groups of up 
to 80 can stay at Volcano Adventure Camp 
at one time. Applications for youth camping 
grants must be submitted by Mar. 31. 

Park admission and campground fees are 
waived for any group receiving a youth 
camping grant, and additional funds are 
allocated to pay for the group’s camping equipment, tents, sleeping 
bags, hiking gear and utensils, water bottles, food (groups must 
prepare their own food) and transportation.

A group stay at Volcano Adventure Camp includes presentations 
by natural science educators and park rangers, ranger-led hikes and 
group programs. Children who participate in the program learn how 

to camp, participate in guided hikes, work on service projects and 
learn about such concepts as volcanology, glaciation, astrobiology, 
fire ecology and climate. Volcano Adventure Camp is outfitted with 
picnic pavilions, dormitory style tent cabins, showers, vault toilets and 

running water. 

“The kind of kids who benefit most from 
these camping grants tend to be from low-
income, urban or rural families.  They’re often 
at risk or in difficult family situations,” said 
LPF Executive Director Jennifer Finnegan. 
“This is often their first time camping and 
their first visit to a national park, but as one 
child wrote to us, it was important to her life 
because it made her a better leader and 
earned her an appreciation of the outdoors.” 

“Kids who are otherwise unmotivated, gain 
a new appreciation for nature, build self-
confidence, independence, teamwork, a 
sense of ownership of the national park and 
a love of the outdoors. They leave inspired 

by what they’ve done. This is often life changing for them, making this 
one of the most gratifying programs we do,” said Koeberer.

Information about applying for an LPF Youth Camping Grant can be 
found on the Lassen Park Foundation website at 
www.lassenparkfoundation.org, calling 530-378-2600, or emailing 
info@lassenparkfoundation.org.

 Youth campers participating in a volcano education 
program at the newly constructed Volcano Adventure 

Camp with Lassen’s Education Specialist, Robert 
Cromwell, during the summer of 2016. 

 2017 LASSEN VOLCANIC YOUTH CAMPING GRANT PERIOD OPENS
NEW VOLCANO ADVENTURE CAMP EXPECTED TO BE IN HIGH DEMAND

David Shakes
Dave Shakes is Sr Vice President of Strategic Development 
for Results Radio LLC, a Northern California media company 
with 13 radio stations and related digital audience platforms in 
Chico, Redding, Sacramento, and Yuba City-Marysville.  Dave’s 
broadcasting resume includes the Program Director role for 
SF radio stations KMEL and KIOI, and he resides in the Bay 
Area.   His extended family have stayed summers regularly 
at Drakesbad for over 40 years, and Dave worked 2 college 
summer seasons at the concession. 

William Latham
Bill is a native Californian who developed an early love for the 
Sierra National Parks and the National Park Service.  After a 
call from Uncle Sam he spent nearly 25 years moving about the 
country with the benefit of numerous occasions to visit nearly 
250 National Park sites.   Furthering his interest in the Parks, 
while in the Washington DC area, he had the good fortune to 
serve as a Volunteer Historian at Manassas National Battlefield.  
He enjoys this special opportunity to support the wonder that 
is Lassen Volcanic National Park by serving on the Lassen Park 
Foundation. He is excited by this challenge!

Michael Coogan
Michael is President and Managing Partner of MC2 Design 
Group, Inc. a full-service brand and marketing strategy firm. His 
30 years of experiences cover a broad area within the business 
marketplace, in both public and private sectors. Michael’s 
focus within MC2 design is new business development, 
market growth, client marketing strategies and the oversight 
of all technology based projects. Prior to becoming a 
Partner at MC2, Michael successfully started and ran a web 
development company, owned and ran a sales lead and data 
collection company (Pulse of the County), and was the CTO 
and Shareholder of an online retail venture (BagSelect. com). 
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www.nps.gov/lavo/planyourvisit/special-events.htm

APRIL

National Park Week 15th-23rd
Fee-free park admission on April 
15, 16, 22, and 23.

JUNE 

10th - Trail Challenge Kick-off
Visitors can pick-up challenge 
brochures at visitor centers

TBA- Hike & Bike the Highway
Dependent on road clearing

JULY

16th - Bird Banding Demonstration
See birds up close

20th - Lassen Association Guided Hike
Join author Tracy Salcedo on a 
hike to Boiling Springs Lake ($10)

AUGUST 11-13

Dark Sky Festival will feature 
Starry Night ranger-led programs, 
presentations, hikes, and Junior 
Ranger Night Explorer activities.

find your park

Encouraging 

Americans to discover what their 

national parks mean to them. Building 

on the successful campaign of  last year’s 

centennial, the National Park Foundation 

is continuing the “Find Your Park” 

campaign into 2017. This year’s focus 

is on smaller or lesser known parks, 

encouraging visitors to move beyond what 

they already know and discover a new 

park to love.  Do you know someone 

who needs to discover Lassen? 

Bring them to one of  this 

year’s events!

AUGUST (continued)

20th - Solar Eclipse Visitors can 
view the partial solar eclipse 
through solar scopes at visitor 
centers.

25th - NPS Founders Day 
Fee-free park admission

27th - Lassen Association Guided Hike 
Join author Tracy Salcedo on a 
hike to Devils Kitchen. ($10)

SEPTEMBER

16th - Art & Wine Event celebrates 
local art, wine, and music at 
Lassen

30th - National Public Lands Day 
Fee-free park admission

SEPTEMBER 23

Peak Experience Auction to support 
Lassen Park Foundation’s 
projects and programs. Held at 
the McConnell Foundation in 
Redding, Ca.

David Wilson
David Wilson is happy to be part of the Lassen Park Foundation 
and hopes his skills will be helpful in the efforts to preserve, 
improve, and promote this relatively unknown jewel in our park 
system.  David’s background is varied; originally a Midwesterner, 
world traveler, business owner and now a San Franciscan with 
a homestead near Burney, Lassen Park is his latest passion. He  
looks forward to making a contribution to LPF’s good works.  
Look for David in the Park during the season, as he hopes to 
spend much time there, as an envoy for LPF’s ongoing projects 
and to further his goal of walking every trail in the park. 
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Photos Courtesy of the National Park Service

YOUTH CAMPING GRANTS - 
A PICTURE OF YOUTH SERVED
This chart represents the number of youth who have camped at Lassen Volcanic 
National Park through the Youth Camping Program over the last four years. 

Lassen Park Foundation’s 
Youth Camping Program 
has been sending youth 
camping at Lassen 
Volcanic National Park 
since 1996.  

Over the last four years 
alone we’ve sent over 
1,700 youth camping, and 
instilled an appreciation   
for the outdoors in the 
next generation of park 
stewards. 

You can help us make 
a difference in a child’s 
life by donating to 
our Youth Camping 
program today at www.
LassenParkFoundation.
org.
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AUCTION HELP WANTED
Peak Experience is Lassen Park Foundation’s annual 
fundraiser. Funds raised cover administrative costs 
for all our projects and programs throughout the 
year. This year’s Peak Experience is scheduled for 
September 23 and we need your help.  

If you or your organization can donate an auction 
item, volunteer to help, or sponsor a table, please call 
our office at (530) 378-2600.  Thank you!
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http://www.LassenParkFoundation.org
mailto:info%40lassenparkfoundation.org?subject=Youth%20Camping%20Grants

